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The Turks had by no means escaped scatheless, as they lost some
20,000 men.
It cannot be denied that Nadir's generalship was very much at fault
in this campaign. He would surely have been better advised either to
wait within his fortified lines outside Baghdad, and make Topal 'Osman
advance that much further and attack him there, or else to have left
Baghdad at an earlier date and attacked the Sar'askar when he was crossing
the Greater or the Lesser Zab. Instead of following either of these courses,
Nadir gave battle at a spot that was very disadvantageous for himself
and his men. One can only assume that he was over-confident on this
occasion.
As soon as the news of Topal 'Osman's victory reached Baghdad,
AJimad Pasha made a sortie, and overwhelmed the 12,000 troops who were
manning Nadir's fortifications ; he then cut the bridge of boats and
captured all the Persians' supplies. Many of the Persian troops were
killed, but a number of survivors on the west side of the Tigris escaped
by devious ways to Persia, their flight being facilitated by the Bani
Lam.1
Topal 'Osman, having spent the evening of the i9th July and the
following two days resting his troops and attending to the wounded, re-
sumed his march, and on the 23rd July he and his army camped within
sight of the forts and towers erected by the Persians round Baghdad.
Soon afterwards Alimad Pasha arrived at the Turkish camp. On the
following day, the 24th July, Topal 'Osman entered Baghdad. At the
Sar'askar's request, no special honours were accorded him, since, as he
said, " to God only is victory to be attributed." In the words of Nicodeme,
it seemed that Topal 'Osman and those with him were entering a tomb
rather than a town ; the dead lay piled up in heaps, and thousands of
people were suffering from hunger or disease. It was said that 110,000
persons had perished during the siege.8
Such was the devastation wrought by the Persians in the country around
Baghdad that Topal 'Osman, after a halt of eight days some seven miles
from the city, had to withdraw the bulk of his troops to Kirkuk, in order
to prevent them from dying of starvation.
Nadir and the remnants of his army made their way via Buhriz to
Mandali, and were joined en route by some of the survivors of the skeleton
besieging force which Ahmad Pasha had routed.8 The Persian soldiers
were in a sorry plight, many being on foot and almost naked4; what
happened to the wounded is not recorded.
Although Nadir's conduct of the siege of Baghdad and of the operations
1 T.N., p. 127.	* Nicodfcme (Von Hammer, Vol. XIV, p. 527).
• Dwrayi-Nadira, p. 127.	* Z.T., fol. 217 (a).

